


"In the 15th century
inTimbuktUfthe
mathematicians knew
about the rotation of the
planets, details of the
eclipse, things which we
had to wait for almost 200
years to know in Europe."

and passed on to the Mali Empire when
Ghana fell), had a population of 20,000
people. London, again, would wait another
700 years to reach this figure.

Also, old astronomical manuscripts trom
rhe medieval desert collections in Mali and
Mauritania show rhat the Africans knew
about the lunar cycle and its shadows long
before any European thought about it.

In 2002, Michael Palin, a «/iC pro-
gramme maker, returned from Timbuktu to
report that the Great Mosque ot Timbuktu
"hasacolleaion of scientific texts that clearly
show the planets circling the sun. They date
back hundreds of years ... Ir is convincing
evidence that the scholars of Timbukru
knew a lot more than their counterparts in
Europe".

Palin added: "In the I 5th century in
Timbuktu, the mathematicians knew about
the rotation of the planets, knew about the

details ot the eclipse,
knew things which we
had to wait for 150,
almost 200 years to know
in Europe when Galileo
and Copernictis came up
with these same calcula-
tions and were given a
very hard time for it."

Imam Mohammed
Habott, a black Maurita-
nian, has inherited 1,300
medieval books as family
heirlooms. The Maurita-
nian cities of Chinguettl
and Oudane have a total
of 3,450 medieval books.
There may be another
6,000 books still surviving
in the other city ot Walata.
Some date back to the 8th
century AD. There are also
11,000 books in private col-
lections in Niger.

The star of the collec-
tions, of course, is in Tim-
buktu where there are about
700,000 surviving books.
And yet, books are said to
have come to Africa trom
Europe. No such thing hap-
pened. Africa had irs books
long before any book ever
arrived trom Europe. IKA

These books did not come from
Europe. They were published in
Africa centuries before any
European books arrived

Ta-Seti the oldest

Ancient Egypt is the first major
civilisation in Africa for which records
are abundant. It was not, however,
Africa's first kingdom. On 1 March
1979, The New York Titnes canied an
article on its front page, written by
Boyce Rensberger, with the headline:
Nubian Monarchy called Oldest. In the
article, Rensberger told the world that;
"Evidence of the oldest recognisable
monarchy in human history, preceding
the rise of the earliest Egyptian kings
by several generations, has been
discovered in artifacts from ancient
Nubia... The discovery is expected
to stimulate a new appraisal of the
origins of civilisations in Africa, raising
the question of to what extent later
Egyptian culture derived its advanced
political structure from the Nubians?'."

This ancient kingdom, generally
called Ta-Seti, encompassed the
territory of the northern Sudan and
the southern portion of Egypt. It has
sometimes been referred to as Ancient
Ethiopia in son^e of the literature, and
as Cush (or Kush) in other literature.
The first kings of Ta-Seti may well have
ruled about 5900 BC. During the time
of the fifth generation of their rulers.
Upper (ie, southern) Egypt may have
united and became a greater threat to
Ta-Seti.

In Kush (or Ta-Seti), a number
of women had the title Kentake,
which means Queen Mother, and
was recorded in Roman sources as
Candace. Some of the women were
heads of state. Kentake Qalhata {c.639
BC) had her own pyramid built at Al
Kurru, as other Kushite kings did
iabove photo). Pseudo-Callisthenes
mentions that Alexander the Great
visited "Candace, the black Queen of
Meroe" in the 4**̂  century. She was
apparently a "wondrous beauty".




