
offers revealing parallels to what is going on now, suggesting 
that current events are not merely the result of particular per­
sonalities and passing phenomena but have compelling ana­
logues in times long past. 

Real history is interesting also when it deconstructs the pap 
we learned in school or from the media, when it demonstrates 
how we have been misled. More exciting than learning history 
is unlearning the disinformational history we have been taught. 
Real history goes the extra step and challenges existing icons, 
offering interpretations that have a healthy subverting effect on 
mainstream ideology. 

Attempts at real history are dismissed by conservatives as 
"revisionism." To use "revisionism" as an epithet is to say that 
there is no room for historical reinterpretation, that the stan­
dard version is objective and factual, and that any departure 
from it can only be ideological and faddish. Revisionism's real 
sin is that it challenges many time-honored bourgeois beliefs 
about the world, including the happy-faced image of America 
the Beautiful, the image "to which most Americans particularly 
those raised on 'consensus history' textbooks, [have] become 

I accustomed."24 
L..-=.- Revisionism also opens up new areas of inquiry. It is remark­

able the things that most of us never learn in school about our 
own history, the topics and inquiries we are never introduced 
to. Consider this incomplete listing: 

§ Why were human beings held in slavery through a good part 
of U.S. history? Why were they not given any land to till after 
their emancipation? Why were Native American Indians sys­
tematically massacred time and again? 

§ What is property in the context of American civilization? 
What is wealth? How have large concentrations of capital been 
accumulated? Is there a causal relationship between wealth for 
the few and poverty for the many? 

§ What role has government played in the formation of great 
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fortunes and giant corporations? What effect has this had on the 

democratic process? 
§ Why in past generations did people work twelve hours a day 

or longer, six and seven days a week? Where did the weekend 
and the eight-hour day come from?Why were labor unions con­
sidered unconstitutional through much of the nineteenth cen­
tury and into the early twentieth century? 

§ Who were theWobblies, the Knights of Labor, the Populists, 
and the Progressives? Why did tenS of thousands of Americans 
consider themselves anarchists, socialists, or communists? Why 
did hundreds of thousands vote for radical candidates? 

§ How did poor children get to go to public schools? How did 
communities get public libraries? What role has social class 
played in education and in American life in general? 

§ How did we get laws on behalf of occupational safety, min­
imum wage, environmental protection, and retirement and dis­
ability benefits? How effective have they been? Who still 

opposes them and why? 
§ What historic role has corporate America played in advanc­

ing or retarding the conditions of workers, women, African 
Americans, Native Americans, and various other ethnic groups? 
Why are most corporate decisions regarding investments, jobs, 
use of resources, and markets considered to be private? 

§ Why have U.S. military forces intervened directly or indi­
rectly in so many countries over the last century? 

§ Why have U.S. leaders opposed revolutionary and even 
reformist governments, and supported right-wing autocracies 

around the world? 
Questions of this sort are seldom asked in our media, 

schools, or textbooks. 

Textbooks: America the Beautiful 
In failing to teach us about class conflict and class domina­

tion, mainstream history shows itself to be an extension of that 
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